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“CHOPIN’S EUROPE” 
 

A tour of France and Poland, celebrating Frederic Chopin (1810-1849)  
on the occasion of the 200th anniversary of his birth. 

 
 

Saturday, July 24 - Friday, August 6, 2010 
 

A leisurely 14-day tour, celebrating the life and music of one of Europe’s great composers, featuring the 
George Sand home in the Berry countryside, in which Chopin composed much of his work, numerous Chopin-
sites in Paris, and nearly a week in Warsaw during the “Chopin’s Europe”-Festival. First-class hotels and 
excellent food, numerous concerts, and lively lectures on Chopin and his time. The tour will be escorted by 
historian Jacques R. Pauwels, PhD, who will lecture on “Chopin’s Europe”, and by Dianne Globe.  
 

Tour price, based on double occupancy: from Toronto $3,995,  
with connecting flights from Vancouver: $4,570  

Single room supplement: $690 - “Land only”: $3,295 
 

PROPOSED ITINERARY: 
                                                                                                                                                  (L=lunch, D=dinner) 
Day 1 – Saturday, July 24: 
Evening departure from Toronto or Vancouver to Paris. Dinner and a light breakfast will be served on board. 
 
Day 2 - Sunday, July 25:                                                                                                                                      (D) 
Morning arrival in Paris. Transfer along a southbound expressway to Bourges, the beautiful ancient capital of 
Berry Province, located in the geographical centre of France. Check into the finest hotel in the city, the 



centrally-located first-class Grand Hotel Mercure Bourbon, a converted 17th-century monastery, and free time to 
settle in (see the hotel’s website: www.accorhotels.com/gb/hotel-1888-grand-hotel-mercure-bourges-hotel-de-
bourbon/index.shtml; for an independent evaluation, see www.frommers.com/destinations/bourges/H34561.html 
In late afternoon or early evening, leisurely walking tour of the old town, focusing on the wonderful St. Etienne 
Cathedral followed by a welcome dinner in the hotel or in a restaurant of the old town.  

 
< Ancient view of Bourges and its Cathedral. 
 
Day 3 - Monday, July 26:                                          (D)               
Guided tour of the manor house of the famous writer 
George Sand (1804-1876) in the quaint village of 
Nohant, situated in the Indre River Valley 

(http://maison-george-sand.monuments-nationaux.fr). 
The house has been preserved as it was when Sand 
lived here and wrote many novels, inspired by the 
beautiful Berry countryside to which she was very 
attached. Chopin - one of the numerous lovers of the 
eccentric Sand, a feminist avant la lettre - spent his 

summers here from 1839 to 1846, and composed about two thirds of his work on the premises. We also visit the 
gardens, considered to be among the finest of France, and the tomb of Sand in a small cemetery near the village 
church. In the afternoon we tour the scenic Creuse River Valley, made famous by the novels of George Sand, 
and the small George Sand Museum in the town of La Chatre. Group dinner this evening. 
 
        House of George Sand at Nohant > 
 
Day 4 – Tuesday, July 27:                  (L) 
Morning visit to the 12th-century Priory 
of Notre Dame d’Orsan, featuring a 
marvelous Medieval garden, restored on 
the basis of manuscripts and 
illuminations by monks of the time 
(www.prieuredorsan.com/index.html). After a delightful group lunch on the premises, we return to Bourges, and 
the rest of the day is free to shop or explore the old town on your own. Things to do here include visits to the 
Palace of Jacques Coeur, the opulent Gothic residence of a famous 15th-century merchant and politician, the 
Berry Museum, and/or the Museum of Decorative Arts.  
 
Day 5 - Wednesday, July 28:                                                                                                                              (D) 
Departure from Bourges after breakfast. We travel via Orleans, a city associated with Joan of Arc, to Chartres, 
where we visit the world-famous Cathedral. On to Versailles to view the Chateau of “Sun King” Louis XIV, and 
Paris, where we arrive in late afternoon. Dinner and overnight in the very comfortable Hotel Mercure 
Montmartre (www.accorhotels.com/gb/hotel-0373-mercure-paris-montmartre/index.shtml). The hotel is located 

next door to the famous Montmartre Cemetery, final 
resting place of numerous composers, including Hector 
Berlioz, Léo Delibes, Jacques Offenbach, as well as 
Adolphe Sax, inventor of the Saxophone, painter Edgar 
Degas, ballet dancer Vaslav Nijinsky, and writer Emile 
Zola. 
 
< A Chopin performance in Paris 
                                                                                (D) 
Day 6 - Thursday, July 29, and Day 7 - Friday, July 30: 



Two days of general sightseeing (Eiffel Tower, Notre Dame, etc.) in the French capital, interspersed with visits 
to sites associated with Chopin, including: 
- Some of the homes in which he lived, and of course the house on 12 Place Vendôme, in which he died in 
1849. 
- Concert halls and other venues where he performed. 
- The Madeleine Church, where his funeral took place on October 30, 1849, attended by a crowd of over 3,000. 
- Chopin’s tomb in the famous cemetery of Père Lachaise, which also contains the burial places of Oscar Wilde, 
Edith Piaf, Delacroix, Balzac, Rossini, Bizet, Cherubini, Poulenc, Rossini … 
- The Chopin Monument in beautiful Parc Monceau. 
- The Chopin Museum inside the Société historique et littéraire polonaise on Ile St. Louis. 
- The Museum of Music, in the district of La Villette’s “City of Music,” whose impressive collection includes 
Chopin’s Pleyel piano. (More on Pleyel pianos on http://real.uwaterloo.ca/~sbirkett/pleyel_info.htm)  
 

< The Chopin Monument in Parc Monceau. 
 
There will also be some free time to shop, visit museums of your choice and 
explore the city on your own. One classical music concert will be included in our 
program in the French capital, with as venue the Sainte Chapelle, the Church of 
St. Germain-des-Prés, or a similar historical setting. Also, there will be one group 
dinner, either on day 6 or on day 7.  
 
Day 8 - Saturday, July 31:                                                                                    (D) 
After breakfast, transfer to the airport and flight to Warsaw. Arrival at Warsaw 
Airport, named after Chopin, and transfer to the centrally located deluxe (5-star) 
Scandinavian-owned Hotel Radisson-SAS for dinner and overnight 
(www.radissonblu.com/hotel-warsaw; for mostly very favourable guest 
comments, see www.tripadvisor.com/Hotel_Review-g274856-d276993-Reviews-
Radisson_SAS_Centrum_Warsaw-Warsaw_Central_Poland.html) 

 
Day 9 - Sunday, August 1: 
Excursion to the tiny village of Zelazowa Wola, located in the bucolic countryside of Mazovia Province, about 
an hour’s drive west of Warsaw, where Chopin first saw the light of day on February 22, 1810. We visit the 
little manor house where he was born, now a museum, surrounded by lovely gardens, and enjoy a short piano 
recital on the premises. If time permits, we also visit the Cathedral and the excellent ethnographic museum in 
the nearby town of Lowicz, before returning to Warsaw in late afternoon. This evening at 7:30 PM, we attend 
the first concert of the 6th International Music Festival “Chopin’s Europe” in the Church of the Holy Cross; the 
choir and orchestra of the Academy of Ancient Music of Berlin perform Chopin’s Mazurka F minor, Op. 68 No. 
4, and Bach’s Mass in B minor BWV 232. (Please note that at this early stage all information about the concerts 
in Warsaw is “subject to change”; for up-to-date information, see http://chopin2010.pl/en.) No group dinner 
today. 

 
                                    The music salon in Chopin’s birthplace in Zelazowa Wola > 
 
Day 10 - Monday, August 2:                                                                                   (L) 
Panoramic tour of Warsaw, with monuments such as the picturesque Old Town 
Square, the imposing Royal Castle, St. John’s Cathedral and many other fine 
churches, the Monument to the 1944 Warsaw Uprising, Radziwill Palace, City 
Hall, the Citadel, and the Saxon Gardens with the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier. 
Group lunch in a typical restaurant. The afternoon is free to explore the city on your 
own and/or to shop along busy Nowy Swiat or “new World Street”. This evening at 
7:30 PM, symphonic concert in the Warsaw Philharmonic Concert Hall, with Nelson Goerner (piano), 
Alexander Gavryluk (piano), and the Wroclaw Symphony Orchestra, with Jacek Kaspszyk as conductor; the 



program includes Edward Elgar’s Polonia, Paderewski’s Piano Concerto A minor, and Chopin’s Piano Concerto 
E minor, Op. 11. 
 
Day 11 - Tuesday, August 3:  
Today our program in Warsaw focuses on palaces, houses, churches, and other sites associated with the life and 
career of Chopin. Among the highlights will be Lazienki Palace, whose park features a famous Art Deco 
Chopin Memorial from the 1920’s; Holy Cross Church, where an urn is kept containing his heart; the recently 
renovated Chopin Museum (www.chopin.pl/zabytki/muzeum/muzeum-en.html), featuring portraits, letters, music 
scores, and other mementos; and the Chopin Family Drawing Room in the Czapski Palace 
(www.chopin.pl/zabytki/muzeum/salonik_en.html). At 5:00 PM we attend a concert in the Great Hall of the 
National Opera; the Wroclaw Symphony Orchestra performs Chopin’s Piano Concerto F minor, Op. 21, and 
Mahler’s 4th Symphony. No group dinner today. 
 
                                                                      The Chopin Memorial in Lazienki Park > 

 
< The Hotel Radisson-SAS in Warsaw 
 
Day 12 - Wednesday, August 4: 
Day at leisure in Warsaw. We recommend 
visits to museums such as Warsaw Historical 
Museum and/or the museum dedicated to the 
1944 Warsaw Rising. Optional excursions 
may also be offered. This evening at 7:30 PM, we attend Tomasz 
Sta� ko's homage to Chopin in Warsaw’s Philharmonic Hall. No group 
dinner today. 
 

Day 13 - Thursday, August 5:                                                                                                                               (L) 
Another day at leisure, except for a group lunch in a typical restaurant of the old town. This evening at 7:30 PM, 
we attend our final Chopin concert, featuring Bruno Leonardo Gelber at the piano, in a magnificent venue, the 
Royal Castle.  
 
Day 14 - Friday, August 6: 
After breakfast, transfer to Warsaw Airport and return flight to Canada, via Paris. 
 

Tour price, based on double occupancy: from Toronto $3,995, from Vancouver: $4,570  
Single room supplement: $690 - “Land only”: $3,295.  

 
Included in the price are: 
- Return flight to Europe; 
- Accommodation in excellent hotels (category 5-star/deluxe in Warsaw, 4-star/first-class in Bourges, and 3-
star/superior tourist category in Paris), based on double occupancy - the single room supplement is $690; 
- Breakfast daily, mostly buffet-style, and eight dinners or full lunches; 
- Overland transportation via deluxe private coach, equipped with AC, WC, video/audio; 
- All visits and sightseeing as outlined in the itinerary, including admission to museums and monuments 
mentioned; 
- Six concerts as shown in the itinerary; 
- Hotel taxes and gratuities. 
 
Not included: 
- ***The usual combination of airport taxes/security fees/fuel surcharges, presently (September 2009) 
amounting to approximately $370 from Toronto, $TBA from Vancouver; 
- Wine, beer, mineral water and similar beverages with dinners or lunches  



- Meals other than those outlined above; 
- A gratuity for the coach drivers, in total approximately $35; 
- Travel insurance, available as follows:  
  All inclusive insurance:   Non medical insurance: 
  Up to age 59:  $262.44   Up to age 59:  $224.64 
  Ages 60 - 64: $321.84   Ages 60 - 64: $254.88 
  Ages 65 - 69: $386.64   Ages 65 - 69: $287.28 
  Ages 70 - 74: $517.32   Ages 70 - 74: $327.24 
  Ages 75 - 79: Call for rates   Ages 75 - 79: Call for rates 
 

With single supplement: 
All inclusive insurance:   Non medical insurance: 

  Up to age 59:  $292.68   Up to age 59:  $254.88 
  Ages 60 - 64: $359.64   Ages 60 - 64: $292.68 
  Ages 65 - 69: $432.00   Ages 65 - 69: $332.64 
  Ages 70 - 74: $570.24   Ages 70 - 74: $380.16 
  Ages 75 - 79: Call for rates   Ages 75 - 79: Call for rates 
 

 
Frederic Chopin and George Sand  

 
  



PAUWELS TRAVEL BUREAU LTD. 
95 Dalhousie Street, Brantford, Ontario N3T 2J1 

Tel: 519-753-2695/519-756-4900    Fax:519-753-6376     Email: tours@pauwelstravel.com 
Ont. Reg. #1034992 

TERMS AND CONDITIONS 
 
RESERVATIONS AND DEPOSITS: 
Reservations should be made as early as possible to ensure the departure of your choice. A deposit of $750.00 is required 
at the time of registration. Your reservation is confirmed upon receipt of your deposit and application form. No 
reservations will be accepted without a signed application form. 
 
REFUND OF UNUSED ARRANGEMENTS: 
Because the rates of Pauwels Travel Bureau Ltd. are based on group participation, no refund can be made for any tour 
accommodation or tour service or tour feature not taken. If cancellation occurs while the tour is in progress, no refund can 
be made for the tour portion not taken. We strongly suggest that to allow for any unexpected contingencies, you purchase 
the all-inclusive insurance. 
 
CANCELLATION POLICY : 
Refund of deposit is made in full if cancellation is received in writing by Pauwels Travel Bureau Ltd. more than 90 days 
prior of the departure date of the tour less a $500.00 non refundable administrative fee per person. For cancellation 
received in writing 90 days prior or less the following cancellation charges apply: 
90 days to 46 days before departure:  25% of tour cost 
45 to 15 days before departure:   50% of tour cost 
within 14 days prior to departure:  100%  of tour cost 
 
RESPONSIBILITY : 
Pauwels Travel Bureau Ltd. reserves the right without notice, to withdraw any part or all of the tour.  Factors such as 
airline schedule changes, hotel overbookings, inclement weather, etc. may necessitate changes in the itinerary as outlined. 
There may also be other circumstances in which changes become necessary or advisable. Any savings realized by these 
changes will be passed on to the passengers, any resultant expenses shall be borne by the passenger. Pauwels Travel 
Bureau Ltd. acts only as an agent in securing hotel, transportation and other travel services and in no event shall be held 
responsible for the failure by any person or company to render any transportation, lodging or other travel service to be 
provided on the tour. All hotel, transportation and other travel services are provided to tour members subject to all the 
terms and conditions under which they are offered to the public generally. The acceptance of the initial service to be 
provided under the tour shall be considered an acceptance by the tour member of those conditions. Pauwels Travel Bureau 
Ltd. also reserves the right to decline, to accept or retain any person as a member of the tour, in which case equitable 
refund will be made at the discretion of the tour operators. 
 
AIR TRANSPORTATION : 
Transatlantic economy flight by scheduled IATA carrier(s), based on an economy class group fare. All fares are subject to 
specific rules and regulations, to changes and to government approval. Deviations from the group flights are possible but 
subject to higher rates. 
   
CURRENCY: 
The tour cost is based on the current exchange rate of CAD 1.6 Euros. Should the rate of exchange rise or fall by 5% or 
more, the tour cost will be adjusted accordingly. 



APPLICATION FORM 
 
Please book ___ seat(s) on the “Chopin’s Europe” tour of July 24 – August 6, 2010.  
 
Enclosed is my/our deposit of ___________ ($750 per person, plus insurance premium if taken.) 
Deposit and insurance premium, if taken, are due with registration.  You will be invoiced for the balance approximately 
45 days prior to departure. 
 
WE NOW REQUIRE A COPY OF YOUR PASSPORT (INFORMATION PAGES ONLY) TO BE SENT WITH YOUR 
APPLICATION FORM AT TIME OF REGISTRATION. 

 
Name as on Passport.  Indicate the appropriate title before each name (Mr., Mrs., Miss, Dr., Ms.)  
NAME(S):_____________________________________________________________________ 
If applicable, give your commonly used first name as you would like it to appear on your name tag: (e.g. “Liz” for “Mary 
Elizabeth”) ______________________________________________ 
 
ADDRESS:    __________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________ Postal Code:  _________________ 
PHONE:  (Residence)_________________(Business)_________________(Fax/Email)_______________       
If traveling alone, please indicate your willingness to share accommodations: YES_____ NO_____  SINGLE ROOM 
REQUIRED: ______________ 
(We will try to find a roommate for those willing to share, but cannot guarantee success in doing so.  For single travelers 
we are not able to match, the single supplement will apply.) 
 
SPECIAL REQUESTS: (Dietary, wheelchair assistance, frequent flyer number, twin beds, etc.): Please list here so we can 
do our best to assist you.  Please be advised that due to airline policies, individual seat selection is not available on 
group fares and cannot be guaranteed by our Agency. 
_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
I/we agree to the “terms and conditions” attached to the program. ____________________________ 
Insurance, I/we accept: 
All-inclusive Package ______ Non-medical Package ______  Decline Insurance ______ 
Signature (s) ____________________________________________________________________ 
 
If purchasing travel insurance, we require your date of birth: 
Name: ________________________________   Date of Birth ___________________________ 
Name: ________________________________   Date of Birth ___________________________ 
 
PAYMENT:  
9 Cheque payable to Pauwels Travel            9 Visa         9 American Express     9  Mastercard 
Amount Paid: _________________________ 
Card Number:    _____________________________     Expiry: ___________ 
Signature: _________________________________ 
  

Please forward this completed form, copy of passport and payment to: 
 

PAUWELS TRAVEL BUREAU LTD. 
95 Dalhousie Street, Brantford, Ontario N3T 2J1 

Tel: 519-753-2695 / 519-756-4900 - Fax: 519-753-6376 
 


