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“IN THE FOOTSTEPS OF VINCENT VAN GOGH” 

 
Amsterdam   *   Groot-Zundert   *   Antwerp   * Arles   *   Paris   *   Auvers-sur-Oise 

 
 
 

A 12-day tour, from Friday, March 19, to Tuesday, March 30, 2010 
 

$3,695 from Toronto, based on double occupancy – single room supplement: $725. 
 

A journey in the footsteps of one of the world’s most beloved painters, from his native Holland to the 
sunny south of France, Paris, and the town of Auvers-sur-Oise, where he died and lies buried. 
Escorted by Alan Toff, lecturer in art history at UofT’s School of Continuing Studies. 
 

PROPOSED ITINERARY: 
 
Day 1 – Friday, March 19: 
Evening departure from Toronto for Paris with Air France.  
 
Day 2 – Saturday, March 20: 
Morning arrival in Paris, and short connecting flight to Amsterdam, arriving early afternoon. Transfer 
to the centrally located 4-star boutique Hotel Vondel (www.hotelvondel.nl/site/index.php?lang=en-
GB), and free time to settle in. Dinner in the hotel or in a nearby restaurant. 
 
Day 3 – Sunday, March 21: 
This morning is devoted in its entirety to a visit to the fabulous Van Gogh Museum 
(www3.vangoghmuseum.nl/vgm/index.jsp?lang=nl). In the afternoon, boat tour on the canals, followed 
by free time to explore Amsterdam on your own. Dinner in a typical restaurant.  
 



 
 
 
Day 4 – Monday, March 22:  
Morning visit to the Rijksmuseum with its fabulous collection of paintings by Rembrandt, Vermeer 
and many other Dutch masters (www.rijksmuseum.nl). Afternoon at leisure in Amsterdam. No group 
dinner this evening. 
 
Day 5 – Tuesday, March 23:  
Excursion to the Kröller-Müller Museum (www.kmm.nl/?lang=en) in the Hoge Veluwe area north of 
Arnhem. This museum, named after Helene Kröller-Müller, an art collector who was one of the first to 
recognize Van Gogh's genius, has the largest collection of Van Gogh paintings in the world after the 
Van Gogh Museum in Amsterdam. The museum also features works by Mondrian, Seurat, Redon, and 
Picasso. Return to Amsterdam in late afternoon. No group dinner today. 
 
Day 6 – Wednesday, March 24:             
Departure from Amsterdam after breakfast. We travel to the village of Groot-Zundert , near Breda, 
where Van Gogh was born on March 30, 1853, and spent his youth. Visit to the (recently restored) 
house where he was born; the Dutch Reformed church in which the father of Vincent used to preach; 
and to the bronze monument, made by the French artist Zadkine, of Vincent and his brother Theo on 
the "Vincent van Gogh Plein" (Vincent van Gogh square). In the afternoon we continue across the 
Belgian border to the great seaport of Antwerp, where Van Gogh lived in 1885-1886 and studied at 
the art academy, while living in poverty. Antwerp is also the city of Rubens, whose work had a great 
influence on Van Gogh. Visit to the Rubens House (www.rubenshuis.be). Dinner and overnight in a 
superior tourist-class hotel. 
 
Day 7 – Thursday, March 25:  
After breakfast, transfer to the railway station and departure by TGV (fast train) for Marseille, France. 
Arrival in Marseille in late afternoon, and transfer to a hotel in 
the city of Arles. Van Gogh arrived in Arles on February 21, 
1888, “looking for another kind of light”. He would be at his 
most creative in this city, doing more than 200 paintings, but 
would also experience great crises, causing him to be interned in 
asylums for long periods of time. Accommodation in the 
traditional 3-star Hotel Du Forum, situated on scenic Place du 
Forum, in the heart of the city (www.hotelduforum.com). Dinner 
in a nearby restaurant. 

                                                               Hotel Du Forum > 
Day 8 – Friday, March 26:                                                                                  
Visits to Van Gogh-related sites in Arles, e.g. the famous Van Gogh Café on Place du Forum (across 
the street from our hotel!), the Alyscamps ancient necropolis, and the hospital where he was 
temporarily interned, now known as “Espace Van-Gogh,” an institution featuring a library, a 

bookshop, conference rooms, and a courtyard and garden that have been 
restored to the condition they were in during Van Gogh’s time. Also visit to 
the Musée Réattu, whose collection includes works by Picasso, Dufy, and 
Zadkine. Dinner again in a typical restaurant of old Arles. 
 
< The Café on the Place du Forum in Arles, at night. 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
Day 9 – Saturday, March 27:                                                                  
Morning excursion to sites associated with Van Gogh in the Arles area, such as the drawbridge across 
a canal just outside the city and the former monastery of St. Paul-de-Mausole in St. Rémy, which 
functioned as asylum for Van Gogh for one entire year, starting in May 1889. In the afternoon, transfer 
to Marseille Airport and flight to Paris. Arrival in Paris and transfer to a hotel in the Montmartre 
district, the very comfortable Mercure Montmartre (www.accorhotels.com/gb/hotel-0373-mercure-
paris-montmartre/index.shtml). Dinner in a typical restaurant just around the corner. 

 
Van Gogh arrived in the French capital in early 1886 and lived 
with his brother Theo in Montmartre, the famous artists' 
quarter. Theo, an art dealer, would introduce Vincent to the 
works of Claude Monet and other Impressionists. In Paris, Van 
Gogh would meet leading modern artists, including Paul 
Gauguin, Henri de Toulouse-Lautrec, and Camille Pissarro, be 
influenced by them, and yet develop a very personal “pictorial 
language.” 
 
< Montmartre’s Moulin de la Galette on a painting by Van 
Gogh 

 
Day 10 – Sunday, March 28: 
Morning excursion to the nearby town of Auvers-sur-Oise. In May 1890, Van Gogh came here to be 
treated by the physician Dr. Paul Gachet, himself an art lover, and also to be closer to his brother 
Theo. He would do many famous paintings here, including ‘The Church at Auvers’, and commit 
suicide here during the night of July 28-29, 1890. Visit to the scenic banks of 
the River Oise, the church and its cemetery, with the graves of both Vincent 
and Theo, and to the Auberge Ravoux, the house in which the artist died, now 
a museum as well as a café-restaurant, where we will have lunch 
(www.maisondevangogh.fr). Return to Paris and visit to the Orsay Museum 
with its great collection of 19th-century art, including the impressionists and 
Van Gogh (www.musee-orsay.fr/en/home.html). 
 
                                                        The Auberge Ravoux in Auvers-sur-Oise > 
Day 11 – Monday, March 29:  
Morning walking tour of Van Gogh’s Montmartre, including a look at the houses where Vincent and 
Theo lived (see www.vangoghmontmartre.com). Afternoon free to shop or explore Paris on your own. 
In the evening, “au revoir”-dinner in a typical bistro. 
 
Day 12 – Tuesday, March 30: 
After breakfast, transfer to the airport and return flight to Toronto, via Air France.     

Tour cost: $3,695 from Toronto, based on double occupancy  

Single room supplement: $725 
Included in the price are: 
- Return flights to Europe and domestic flight Marseille to Paris; 
- Accommodation, based on double occupancy, in comfortable 3-star (“superior tourist category”) 
hotels, featuring rooms with private facilities - the single room supplement is $725;  
- Breakfast daily (usually buffet-style) and eight dinners or sometimes lunch; 



- Airport transfers and overland transportation via private coach and fast train;  
- All visits and sightseeing as outlined in the itinerary, including admission to museums and 
monuments mentioned; 
-  Hotel taxes and gratuities. 
 
Not included: 
-***The usual combination of airport taxes, security fees, and fuel surcharges, presently (July 
2009) approximately $400, but subject to change; the final amount will be reflected on your final 
invoice; 
- Beverages with dinners, and meals other than those outlined above; 
- All expenses of a personal nature; 
- Travel insurance, available as follows: 
  All inclusive insurance:   Non medical insurance: 
  Up to age 59:  $249.48   Up to age 59:  $211.68 
  Ages 60 - 64: $305.64   Ages 60 - 64: $238.68 
  Ages 65 - 69: $367.20   Ages 65 - 69: $267.84 
  Ages 70 - 74: $494.64   Ages 70 - 74: $304.56 
  Ages 75 - 79: Call for rates   Ages 75 - 79: Call for rates 
 

With single supplement: 
All inclusive insurance:   Non medical insurance: 

  Up to age 59:  $284.04   Up to age 59:  $246.24 
  Ages 60 - 64: $348.84   Ages 60 - 64: $281.88 
  Ages 65 - 69: $419.04   Ages 65 - 69: $319.68 
  Ages 70 - 74: $555.12   Ages 70 - 74: $365.04 
  Ages 75 - 79: Call for rates   Ages 75 - 79: Call for rates 



 
 

 
The Langlois bridge near Arles on a sketch by Van Gogh 

 
 

  

 
Van Gogh’s ‘Bridge at Arles’ (1888) and… 

 
 

 

 
…the same bridge as it looks today 



PAUWELS TRAVEL BUREAU LTD. 
95 Dalhousie Street, Brantford, Ontario N3T 2J1 

Tel: 519-753-2695/519-756-4900    Fax:519-753-6376     Email: tours@pauwelstravel.com 
Ont. Reg. #1034992 

TERMS AND CONDITIONS 
 
RESERVATIONS AND DEPOSITS: 
Reservations should be made as early as possible to ensure the departure of your choice. A deposit of $750.00 is 
required at the time of registration. Your reservation is confirmed upon receipt of your deposit and 
application form. No reservations will be accepted without a signed application form. 
 
REFUND OF UNUSED ARRANGEMENTS: 
Because the rates of Pauwels Travel Bureau Ltd. are based on group participation, no refund can be made for 
any tour accommodation or tour service or tour feature not taken. If cancellation occurs while the tour is in 
progress, no refund can be made for the tour portion not taken. We strongly suggest that to allow for any 
unexpected contingencies, you purchase the all-inclusive insurance. 
 
CANCELLATION POLICY : 
Refund of deposit is made in full if cancellation is received in writing by Pauwels Travel Bureau Ltd. more than 
90 days prior of the departure date of the tour less a $500.00 non refundable administrative fee per person. For 
cancellation received in writing 90 days prior or less the following cancellation charges apply: 
90 days to 46 days before departure:  25% of tour cost 
45 to 15 days before departure:   50% of tour cost 
within 14 days prior to departure:  100%  of tour cost 
 
RESPONSIBILITY : 
Pauwels Travel Bureau Ltd. reserves the right without notice, to withdraw any part or all of the tour.  Factors 
such as airline schedule changes, hotel overbookings, inclement weather, etc. may necessitate changes in the 
itinerary as outlined. There may also be other circumstances in which changes become necessary or advisable. 
Any savings realized by these changes will be passed on to the passengers, any resultant expenses shall be borne 
by the passenger. Pauwels Travel Bureau Ltd. acts only as an agent in securing hotel, transportation and other 
travel services and in no event shall be held responsible for the failure by any person or company to render any 
transportation, lodging or other travel service to be provided on the tour. All hotel, transportation and other 
travel services are provided to tour members subject to all the terms and conditions under which they are offered 
to the public generally. The acceptance of the initial service to be provided under the tour shall be considered an 
acceptance by the tour member of those conditions. Pauwels Travel Bureau Ltd. also reserves the right to 
decline, to accept or retain any person as a member of the tour, in which case equitable refund will be made at 
the discretion of the tour operators. 
 
AIR TRANSPORTATION : 
Transatlantic economy flight by scheduled IATA carrier(s), based on an economy class group fare. All fares are 
subject to specific rules and regulations, to changes and to government approval. Deviations from the group 
flights are possible but subject to higher rates. 
   
CURRENCY: 
The tour cost is based on the current exchange rate of CAD 1.6 Euros. Should the rate of exchange rise or fall by 
5% or more, the tour cost will be adjusted accordingly. 



APPLICATION FORM 
 
Please book ___ seat(s) on the “In the Footsteps of Vincent Van Gogh” tour of March 19-30, 2010.  
 
Enclosed is my/our deposit of ___________ ($750 per person, plus insurance premium if taken.) 
Deposit and insurance premium, if taken, are due with registration.  You will be invoiced for the balance 
approximately 45 days prior to departure. 
 
WE NOW REQUIRE A COPY OF YOUR PASSPORT (INFORMATION PAGES ONLY) TO BE SENT 
WITH YOUR APPLICATION FORM AT TIME OF REGISTRATION. 

 
Name as on Passport.  Indicate the appropriate title before each name (Mr., Mrs., Miss, Dr., Ms.)  
NAME(S):_____________________________________________________________________ 
If applicable, give your commonly used first name as you would like it to appear on your name tag: (e.g. “Liz” 
for “Mary Elizabeth”) ______________________________________________ 
 
ADDRESS:    __________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________ Postal Code:  _________________ 
PHONE:  (Residence)_________________(Business)_________________(Fax/Email)_______________       
If traveling alone, please indicate your willingness to share accommodations: YES_____ NO_____  SINGLE 
ROOM REQUIRED: ______________ 
(We will try to find a roommate for those willing to share, but cannot guarantee success in doing so.  For single 
travelers we are not able to match, the single supplement will apply.) 
 
SPECIAL REQUESTS: (Dietary, wheelchair assistance, frequent flyer number, twin beds, etc.): Please list here 
so we can do our best to assist you.  Please be advised that due to airline policies, individual seat selection is 
not available on group fares and cannot be guaranteed by our Agency. 
_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
I/we agree to the “terms and conditions” attached to the program. ____________________________ 
Insurance, I/we accept: 
All-inclusive Package ______ Non-medical Package ______  Decline Insurance ______ 
Signature (s) ____________________________________________________________________ 
 
If purchasing travel insurance, we require your date of birth: 
Name: ________________________________   Date of Birth ___________________________ 
Name: ________________________________   Date of Birth ___________________________ 
 
PAYMENT:  
9 Cheque payable to Pauwels Travel            9 Visa         9 American Express     9  Mastercard 
Amount Paid: _________________________ 
Card Number:    _____________________________     Expiry: ___________ 
Signature: _________________________________ 
  

Please forward this completed form, copy of passport and payment to: 
 

PAUWELS TRAVEL BUREAU LTD. 
95 Dalhousie Street, Brantford, Ontario N3T 2J1 

Tel: 519-753-2695 / 519-756-4900 - Fax: 519-753-6376 
 

 
 


